Ethical dilemmas in the treatment of children with disabilities.
Issues relating to the treatment of children with disabilities, such as withholding treatment, organ donation, research, genetic screening, and prenatal diagnosis, all present ethical dilemmas. These issues always need to be reviewed to determine which ethical considerations apply. Identifying relevant principles, one can conclude which take precedence and what is ethically permissible. As with so many other medical responsibilities, this can be consulted, learned, practiced and improved upon. Pediatricians caring for children with disabilities can study and enhance their capacity for ethical reflection, so as to participate fully in these important decision-making processes.